RALPH    RASHLEIGH
golden resolutions for the future. Rising before the majority
of his fellow-prisoners were stirring, he examined the pile of
clothing which he saw lying in the middle of the floor, and
finding his own clothes, dressed quickly and went to warm
his frozen body by the fire. At eight o'clock several buckets
of thin gruel, which served as breakfast, were brought in, but
in spite of the poor quality of the food, Rashleigh made a
hearty meal with the gruel and the black bread which had
been given him the previous night. After breakfast the
prisoners attended prayers in the chapel, and then those who
were so inclined went to wash themselves at the pump. After
this the order ofthe day seemed to be simply to stand around
in the yard, talking and waiting for any messages or parcels
which might be brought by friends.
Rashleigh stood among the disconsolate group of men
who had hope of neither message nor parcel, and who could
only look on in envy at the more fortunate prisoners. His
interest was suddenly arrested by the appearance of a man
who, in answer to the name of William Tyrrell,1 went forward
1 On the seventh day of the Fifth Sessions at the Old Bailey in 1827, the trial
of William Tyrrell took place. The Sessions Papers gives the following account*
William Tyrrell was Indicted for a fraud.
Samuel Bills: I keep the Blue Posts public-house in Holborn and book for
the Kentish Town coach. On the iyth of April the prisoner (who was a
stranger to me) came to the office and produced a brown-paper parcel with,
this ticket to It (looking at it): the parcel -was to be sent to Kentish Town; the
ticket purports to be from the Angel, St. Clements, and charges is. 8a*r carnage
and 6<s?. porterage. It was directed to Mr. Sheen, Kentish Town, he de-
manded 2s. 2,d. which I paid him; he brought another parcel about three
o'clock the same afternoon, and had a ticket with that, purporting to come
frorp. the Angel, and charging 2,s. 2,d* which I paid him, believing to be
correct.
Cross-examined by Mr. Barry. Q. Did you know where they came from?
A. No; the ticket only denotes that they came from the country; the parcels
were found to contain nothing but brown paper.
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